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Lynn Redgrave, renowned actor and a member of First Congregational UCC in Kent, 
Conn., died May 2 after a seven-year journey with breast cancer. She was 67. 

"Lynn was loved by the whole community," said the Rev. Melinda Keck, pastor of 
First Congregational. "She always was here when she was in town. She just walked 
in and stole our hearts." 

Redgrave joined the congregation not long after her breast cancer surgery in 2003. 
She was an active member of the church, serving on the Stewardship Committee 
and giving two benefit readings of her one-woman shows for the church: an early 
performance of "Nightingale," which ran on Broadway in 2009; and a reading of 
"Rachel and Juliet," about her mother, Rachel Kempson, playing the role of Juliet. 

"People loved her for who she was," said Keck. "She was a gift and a blessing to us." 

Redgrave stirred General Synod audiences in 2007 with the story of her "journey 
through cancerland," as she called it. Her talk intimately detailed the fear and 
loneliness she felt upon being diagnosed with breast cancer, and the role that First 
Congregational played in helping her through that journey. 

"I had not been a church goer … I didn't come from a church-going family," she told 
the Synod audience. "I happened to hear from a friend of my son that there was a 
woman minister at the First Congregational Church of Kent. At the time, I knew 
nothing about the UCC, but in my vulnerable state, I felt that – a woman minister – I 
would feel safe there." 

"I felt so lonely and so afraid, and I felt like a visitor. Then I walked into [the church], 
and Melinda said, 'This is the day the Lord has made,' and I immediately started 
crying!" 

Redgrave's presentation at Synod was highlighted by photos documenting her 
journey through cancer surgery and treatment. The photos were taken by 
Redgrave's daughter, Annabel Clark, and are part of Redgrave and Clark's "Journal: A 
Mother and Daughter's Recovery from Breast Cancer," released in 2004. 

Redgrave loved the United Church of Christ, said Keck, and often told others about 
her church. During her 2007 General Synod address, Redgrave talked about all she 
had learned during her walk with breast cancer, and how much she valued the 
people she had met through her church and her cancer treatments. 

Before ending her speech with a poignant reading of the Twenty-Third Psalm, she 
told the audience: 

"Now I know that it's not how long I live, but how I live each moment. And how I 
reach out to others." 

Lynn Redgrave is survived by six grandchildren, her sister Vanessa, four nieces and 
nephews, and countless friends and fans in the UCC and beyond. 
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P.O. Box 646, 113 South Maybell 

Pinedale, WY 82941 
(307) 367-2528

“Our doors and ministry are 
open to all who follow Jesus and 
have a sincere desire to share 
God’s love with others.” 

Sunday Worship ................. 10:30 am 
A nursery is provided during the 
worship service. 

Preschool-Grade 5 Bible classes 
meet on Wednesdays after school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For additional information, please 
visit these links: 

http://www.pinedalecommunitychurch.org 

http://www.google.com/calendar/embed?src=yhwhp
sa%40hotmail.com 

Whoever you are, 
Wherever you are in life's journey, 

You're welcome here! 

http://www.pinedalecommunitychurch.org/
http://www.google.com/calendar/embed?src=yhwhpsa%40hotmail.com
http://www.google.com/calendar/embed?src=yhwhpsa%40hotmail.com


Several weeks ago I preached on our personal call to ministry: the fact that we are all called to 
be ministers of the gospel. In that message I stated that the best gift you can give is your 
authentic self. I want to reiterate here the importance of authenticity. 

Yesterday during worship Brenda talked with the children about turtles. She pointed out that 
each turtle is different in some way from all the other turtles. She said that God made us and 
turtles to be individually unique. 

When we try to be someone other than who we are, the world loses something because we 
are no longer offering who God made us to be. “Know that the Lord, He is God; It is He who 
has made us, and not we ourselves;...” ~Psalm 100:3 NKJV 

It can be tempting to imitate someone we admire, or someone we believe to be more 
successful than ourselves. And we should occasionally push beyond our comfort zones, to grow 
and to improve ourselves. Trying to be the best we can be is admirable, but not if that means sacrificing our own identity. 

Now I am not suggesting that we simply “let it all hang out.” We do not need to intentionally antagonize others to see if they will still 
accept our “authentic” selves. What I am saying, is that in almost every situation in life —personal, professional and spiritual— the 
best gift we can give is our own best self. 

When I am giving premarital counsel, I point out that the very things that now attract you most to your fiancé, may be the things 
that drive you crazy later. I remind couples that every trait has an upside and a downside. For instance, if you are attracted to the 
crazy spontaneous creativity of a person, be aware that that is likely to mean that they will be poor planners, disorganized and 
unpredictable. It is easier to embrace the extremes when we remember that they are two sides of the same coin. 

One of the exercises of St. Ignatius is to make a list and pray gratitude to God for all God has made you to be— your outward 
appearance, your hidden talents and struggles, your geographic location, your location in time, your parentage & ancestry— 
everything about yourself. Part of the point is to remind yourself that God made you to be who you are, where you are, here and 
now. Part of the point is to find reason to be thankful even for what you would consider the negatives about yourself. “For you 
[Lord] created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother's womb. I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully  
made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well.” ~ Psalm 139:13-14 TNIV 

The reason clichés persist, is because there is truth somewhere in them below the surface, so here's a good one, “Be the best YOU 
you can be, everyone else is already taken.” That's just good stewardship. 

Know yourself. Love yourself. Be yourself. Offer yourself to others. Allow God to use you. 

Council meeting  dates are:
5/12 
6/16 
July & Aug no meeting 
9/15 

10/13 
11/17 
12/15 
1/12/2011 

 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 
May 2 

Acts 11:118 Psalm 148 Revelation 21:16 John 13:3135 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 
May 9 

Acts 16:9-15 Psalm 67 Revelation 21:10, 22-
22:5 

John 14:23-29 or John 
5:1-9 

Seventh Sunday of Easter 
May 16 

*Acts 16:16-34 Psalm 97 Revelation 22:12-14, 
16-17, 20-21 

John 17:20-26 

Day of Pentecost 
May 23, 2010 

Acts 2:1-21 
or 
Genesis 11:1-9 

Psalm 104:24-34, 35b Romans 8:14-17 
or 
Acts 2:1-21 

John 14:8-17, (25-27) 

Trinity Sunday 
May 30, 2010 

Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-
31 

Psalm 8 Romans 5:1-5 John 16:12-15 



(When Brenda and I started doing the church newsletter, we decided that we’d take turns writing something. Brenda’s “Quilt 
Patches” article was in the February newsletter. Mine’s just a little late…) 

Folks in Pinedale probably saw the photo in the paper last week about a pair of Canada geese occupying one of the osprey nesting 
platforms south of the airport. I pass the nest commuting to work every day and I was struck by the fact that these two geese have 
made an extraordinarily poor decision that can only end badly for them. The problem is that goslings can walk and swim before they 
can fly. Hens take their goslings out for swimming lessons within days of hatching. When Mrs. Goose takes the children out for a 
walk for the first time, it will be the last one for them. Assuming that they survive the fall from the platform, the goslings won’t be 
able to get back into the nest. 

For some reason, this pair of geese decided that this was the right place to nest. Their instinct or their thought processes led them to 
conclude that it was a good idea. It seemed right or natural to them. Nature, on the other hand, will ensure that their bad judgment 
isn’t passed along to any offspring. 

People sometimes make extremely important decisions based only on whether something seems right or natural to them. For 
example: based on some of the stuff I read and watch on the television, it seems to me that this is a popular way of deciding about 
marriage. Unfortunately, our feelings or our intuition aren’t any more infallible than our poor geese’s. As a matter of fact, check out 
Proverbs 12:15: “The way of a fool seems right to him, but a wise man listens to advice.” and Proverbs 14:12: “There is a way that 
seems right to a man, but in the end it leads to death.” 

Fortunately, God has given us plenty of help in making good decisions: 

 We’ve been given intelligence and the ability to think through our decisions. 

 We’ve been given friends and wise people that we can ask for guidance. 

 We’ve been given Scripture to consult and confirm that our decision is consistent with the Bible. 

 We’ve been given a conscience and the Holy Spirit to confirm God’s leading on the matter. 
 

Written by Jeff Woodard  (From the USPSA Web Site) 
April 28, 2010 
 
Raised Methodist and currently a practicing Episcopalian, Jennifer Hackett needed no translator when she saw the UCC's new 
"Language of God" video. 

"Kudos to the UCC for putting out such an inspirational message," says Hackett, a member of St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Lebanon, 
Pa. "I joined the Episcopal Church in 1997 because I was drawn to the liturgy, the open Communion and the acceptance of differing 
viewpoints. I believe that progressive Christian denominations should support one another in getting the message out that Christ 
stood for love and tolerance." 

In the 12 days since its April 16 launch via the UCC web site, Facebook and Keeping You e-Posted, "The Language of God" video has 
been viewed more than 70,000 times on YouTube nearly 55,000 on Vimeo. The 60-second video message was produced by Think 
Media, a national advertising firm known for its innovative video work. Its household-name clients include the Cleveland Cavaliers, 
the Cleveland Clinic, Progressive Insurance and Nestle. Leveraging the existing graphic identity established by the Stillspeaking 
campaign, the UCC purchased targeted ads — touting the video message — on Facebook and the most widely trafficked blogs. 
"Marketing data now shows that our target audience is now more likely to be found sitting in front of a computer screen instead of a 
TV screen," says the Rev. J. Bennett Guess, the UCC's director of communications. 

The ecumenical impact of the message has also reached the National Councils of the Churches of Christ in the USA. "The impact of 
the message has carried it beyond the bounds of the UCC," says Wesley M. "Pat" Pattillo, the NCCC program director for justice, 
advocacy and communication. "The skillful interplay of image and music left me breathless. I hope it moves others to make this a 
viral spot seen round the world." 

Note: You can watch this video at the following web page: http://vimeo.com/10977915  

http://vimeo.com/10977915


To all the mothers, grandmothers, aunts, cousins, sisters, daughters - did we miss any? - Happy Your Day, bless you and we hope this 
gives you a smile! 

My mother taught me TO APPRECIATE A JOB WELL DONE. 
"If you're going to kill each other, do it outside. I just finished cleaning." 

My mother taught me RELIGION. 
"You better pray that will come out of the carpet." 

My mother taught me about TIME TRAVEL. 
"If you don't straighten up, I'm going to knock you into the middle of next week!" 

My mother taught me LOGIC. 
"Because I said so, that's why." 

My mother taught me MORE LOGIC. 
"If you fall out of that swing and break your neck, you're not going to the store with me." 

My mother taught me FORESIGHT. 
"Make sure you wear clean underwear, in case you're in an accident." 

My mother taught me IRONY.  
"Keep crying, and I'll give you something to cry about.." 

My mother taught me about the science of OSMOSIS. 
"Shut your mouth and eat your supper." 

My mother taught me about CONTORTIONISM. 
"Will you look at that dirt on the back of your neck?" 

My mother taught me about STAMINA. 
"You'll sit there until all that spinach is gone." 

My mother taught me about WEATHER. 
"This room of yours looks as if a tornado went through it" 

My mother taught me about HYPOCRISY. 
"If I told you once, I've told you a million times. Don't exaggerate!" 

My mother taught me the CIRCLE OF LIFE. 
"I brought you into this world, and I can take you out." 

My mother taught me about BEHAVIOR MODIFICATION. 
"Stop acting like your father!" 

My mother taught me about ENVY. 
"There are millions of less fortunate children in this world who don't have wonderful parents like you do." 

My mother taught me about ANTICIPATION. 
"Just wait until we get home." 

My mother taught me about RECEIVING. 
"You are going to get it when you get home!" 

My mother taught me MEDICAL SCIENCE. 
"If you don't stop crossing your eyes, they are going to freeze that way." 

My mother taught me ESP. 
"Put your sweater on; don't you think I know when you are cold?" 

My mother taught me HUMOR. 
"When that lawn mower cuts off your toes, don't come running to me." 

My mother taught me HOW TO BECOME AN ADULT. 
"If you don't eat your vegetables, you'll never grow up." 

My mother taught me GENETICS. 
"You're just like your father." 

My mother taught me about my ROOTS. 
"Shut that door behind you. Do you think you were born in a barn?" 

My mother taught me WISDOM. 
"When you get to be my age, you'll understand." 

And my favorite: My mother taught me about JUSTICE. 
"One day you'll have kids, and I hope they turn out just like you." 



Choir practices resumed on Sunday morning, February 7th, at 9:30 AM. Like to sing? You're welcome to join and share your talent 
with others. Questions? Call JJ Huntley at 859-8607. 
 

These are the special days our church friends are celebrating this month. When you see these folks, please 
wish them a happy. And, if you haven't given us YOUR special dates yet, please do. 

MAY CELEBRATIONS: 
May 4: Abigail Fear (Birthday) 
 Bette Hagenstein (Birthday) 
 Dave & Karen Moulton (Anniversary) 
 
 
 
 
 

If you have an article, an item of interest to you, a coming church event that you'd like published, or a poem, saying, whatever you'd 
like to have noted in the newsletter, please drop it in the basket that is sitting on one of the music stands in the fellowship hall. It 
would be helpful if you sign each article, so that, in the event of questions, we may contact you. We love to have your contributions, 
as our "think tanks" sometimes run pretty dry! 

Would you like to read scripture some Sunday during worship? Please call Maxine Leckie (8598881) and let her know. 

The crib in the Nursery is broken and falls apart when ever it is moved. If you have a crib that you would be willing to donate to the 
church, it will be gratefully accepted! 

“"The fool wonders; the wise man asks."  
- Benjamin Disraeli



May 9 
Ushers: Cindy Carlson 
Nursery:  Christine and MJ 
Flowers: Kathryn Briggs 

May 16 
Ushers: Jamie Wood 
Nursery:  Cathy Mitchell 
Flowers: Gwen, Hunter and Ty 

May 23 
Ushers:  Jack, Virginia & Aubrie Doyle 
Nursery: Lu Ann Freeman 
Flowers: Miriam Carlson 

May 30 
Ushers: Dave & Brenda Doyle 
Nursery: Still needed 
Flowers: Dave & Brenda Doyle 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Church Office ...................... 367-2528 
Cellular ................................ 231-5818 
Home .................................. 367-3286 
Email .......... YHWHpsa@hotmail.com 
 

Tuesday ................1:00pm – 3:00p.m. 
Wednesday ..........1:00pm – 3:00p.m. 
 

Friday & Saturday 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Moderator ................. Maxine  Leckie 
Vice Moderator............... Ken Konicek 
Secretary .................... Cheryl Eatinger 
Treasurer ................. John Mortensen 
Council Members: 
Cindy Carlson 
Aubrie Doyle 
Jack Doyle 
Jim Huntley 
Debbie McClellan 
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